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1. General Description 
 
The aim of the course is to introduce the main philosophical problems involved in the 
normative features of language. After a brief introduction, we will begin presenting Sellars’ 
naturalistic approach and some recent developments. After that, we will consider the 
perspective of pragmatics. After that, we will discuss the ethical approach of Habermas. 
Finally, we will analyze the problem of rules and its connections with meaning. 
 
Even though the course has a very strong philosophical orientation, the problems and 
discussions addressed will be introduced in a clear way and without presuposing any 
sophisticated philosophical background.  
 
 
2. Programme 
 
1. Introduction 

1.1. The notions of ethics and discourse 
1.2. Normativity and naturalization 

2. Sellars’ naturalistic approach 
2.1. Fussing the images 
2.2. Meaning 
2.3. McDowell and Brandom 
2.4. Millikan and Dennett 

3. The perspective of pragmatics 
3.1. What is pragmatics? 
3.2. Austin, Searle and Grice 

4. An ethical approach 
4.1. Normativity, language, and ethics 
4.2. The ethics of discourse in Habermas 

5. Rules and meaning 
5.1. The problem of following rules in Wittgenstein 
5.2. Is meaning normative? 

 
 
3. Teaching Methods 
 
- Regular classes. 
- Guided reading of texts. 
- Group discussions of particular issues. 
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We will work in detail the following three texts: 
 

1. Horgan, T. & Mark Timmons (1993) “Metaphysical naturalism, Semantic 
Normativity, and Meta-Semantic Irrealism”, Philosophical Issues, 4, pp. 180-204. 

 
2. Peregrin, J. (2012a): 'The Normative Dimension of Discourse', in K. Allan and K. 

Jasczolt (eds.), Cambridge Handbook of Pragmatics, Cambridge, Cambridge 
University Press, pp. 209‐ 225. 

 
3. Paul Boghossian (1989) “Is Meaning Normative?” [Included in his Content and 

Justification, Cambridge, Oxford Univ. Press, 2008, Part I: “The Nature of Content” 
] 

 
 
4. Assessment Methods 
 
- Participation in the sessions of the course. 
- A short written essay or commentary of approximately 2.000 words. 
 
 
4. Some References 
 
(In no way mandatory, nor exhaustive) 
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Byrne, A., 2007. “Semantic Values?” Philosophy and Phenomenological Research, 65: 201–207. 
Davidson, D., 1974. “Belief and the Basis of Meaning,” Reprinted in Inquiries into Truth and 
Interpretation, Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1984, 141–154. 
Engel, P., 2000. “Wherein Lies the Normative Dimension in Meaning and Mental Content?” 
Philosophical Studies, 100: 305–321. 
–––, 2001. “Is Truth a Norm?” in Interpreting Davidson, ed. P. Kotatko et al., Stanford, CA: CSLI 
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Gibbard, A., 1994. “Meaning and Normativity,” Philosophical Issues, 5: 95–115. 
–––, 1996. “Thought, Norms, and Discursive Practice,” Philosophy and Phenomenological 
Research, 56, 699–717. 
–––, 2003. “Thoughts and Norms,” Philosophical Issues, 13: 83–98.Glock, H.-J., 1996a. A 
Wittgenstein Dictionary, Oxford: Blackwell. 
Glüer, K. and P. Pagin, 1999. “Rules of Meaning and Practical Reasoning,” Synthese, 117: 207–
227. 
Glüer, K. and Å. Wikforss, 2009a. “Against Content Normativity,” Mind, 118: 31–70. 
Hattiangadi, A. 2006. “Is Meaning Normative?” Mind and Language, 21: 220–240. 
–––, 2007. Oughts and Thoughts. Rule-Following and the Normativity of Content, Oxford: Oxford 
University Press. 
Korsgaard, C., 1996, The Sources of Normativity, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
Kripke, S., 1982. Wittgenstein on Rules and Private Language, Cambridge MA: Harvard University 
Press, 1982. 
Lance, M. and J. O'Leary Hawthorne, 1998. The Grammar of Meaning: Normativity and Semantic 
Content, New York: Cambridge University Press. 
Lewis, D., 1969. Convention, Cambridge MA: Harvard University Press. 
McDowell, J., 1984. “Wittgenstein on Following a Rule,” Synthese, 58: 325–363. 
Searle, J., 1969, Speech Acts, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
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–––, 1995. The Construction of Social Reality, London: Allen Lane. 
Sellars, W., 1954. “Some Reflections on Language Games,” reprinted in Science, Perception and 
Reality, Atascadero, CA: Ridgeview, 1963 and 1991, 321–358. 
–––, 1956. “Empiricism and the Philosophy of Mind,” in Science, Perception and Reality, 
Atascadero, CA: Ridgeview, 1963 and 1991, 127–196. 
Soames, S., 1997. “Skepticism about Meaning: Indeterminacy, Normativity, and the Rule-Following 
Paradox,” Canadian Journal of Philosophy, Supplementary Volume 23: 211–249. 
Wedgwood, R., 2007. The Nature of Normativity, Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
Whiting, D., 2007. “The normativity of meaning defended,” Analysis, 67: 133–40. 
Wilson, G., 2006. “Rule-Following, Meaning, and Normativity,” in Oxford Handbook of Philosophy 
of Language, eds. E. LePore and B. Smith, Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
Wittgenstein, L., 1953. Philosophical Investigations [PI]. Oxford: Blackwell. 
Wright, C., 1980. Wittgenstein on the Foundations of Mathematics, Cambridge, MA: Harvard 
University Press. 
–––, 1984. “Kripke's Account of the Argument against Private Language,” Journal of Philosophy, 
81: 759–778. 
–––, 1986. Realism, Meaning and Truth, Oxford: Blackwell. 
Zalabardo, J.L., 1987. “Kripke's Normativity Argument,” Canadian Journal of Philosophy, 27: 467–
488. 
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