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1. DESCRIPTION AND MAIN GOALS 
 
In this course we analyze the general characteristics of rhetorical discourse from the 
study of the most representative works in rhetorical theory in western culture. 
Furthermore, the course aims to develop the practical skills to discover the rhetorical 
procedures and contents present in specific texts, and through that practice increase the 
critical thinking in everyday life. 
 
 
 
2. STRUCTURE AND CONTENTS 
 
I-Introduction: An approach to the definition of rhetoric, the general characteristics of 
rhetorical discourse and its functions in the society. (2 sessions) 
 
II- Rhetoric in sciences and communication. Rhetoric discourse and power. (1 session) 
 
III- The sophists’ rhetorical use of language: Gorgias’ Encomium of Helen and Pericles’ 
Funeral Oration. (1 session) 
 
IV- Platonic persuasion against sophistic persuasion: Plato’s Phedrum and Gorgias. (1 
session) 
 
V- Aristotle’s Rhetoric I: topics and enthymemes. (1 session) 
 
VI- Lysias’ and Demosthenes’ political discourses. Rhetorica ad Herennium. (1 
session) 
 
VII- Cicero’s rhetoric. De Oratore I-II (1 session) 
 
VIII- Quintilian’s Institutio Oratoria. (1 session)  
 
IX- Contemporary approaches to rhetoric: Burke, Perelman and Groupe mu (1 session) 
 
 
 
ASSIGNMENTS AND EVALUATION 
 
Every student of the course will be expected to participate in classroom discussions and 
presentations, and do the proposed exercises and comments on select readings. Every 
student will do an exposition about one of the topics of interest discussed in classroom. 
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